This God is our God! 

Josh 10:13 And the sun stood still, and the moon stayed, until the people had avenged themselves upon their enemies. Is not this written in the book of Jasher? So the sun stood still in the midst of heaven, and hasted not to go down about a whole day. KJV

2 Kings 6:6 And the man of God said, Where fell it? And he shewed him the place. And he cut down a stick, and cast it in thither; and the iron did swim. KJV

Ps 48:14 For this God is our God for ever and ever: he will be our guide even unto death. KJV

_______________________________________________________________________

The greatest Christians from history and the believers who accomplished the most for God all had one thing in common.  There is one trait that despite the cultural differences, the circumstantial differences, and the personality differences that was and is found in every person who are great Christians:  they all believe that God can do awesome things and big things.  They believe that God can do great things; things that defy our ability to comprehend and our ability to explain.  The greatest Christians – from the Apostles like Peter and Paul to all the way to believers alive today – believe that our God is a God great miracles.  And this belief never wavered and never changed in light of anything else.  This was a bedrock of their faith and the foundation of their life’s accomplishments.  This is what caused them to see problems as opportunities and situations as mountains to conquer.  This is what caused them to see their shortcomings as an avenue for God’s grace to shine and to see their handicaps as strengths in God’s kingdom.  Such a view enabled them to trust God even in times where they could not see any physical evidences of His workings and helped them to never give up on Him because they knew that no matter how desperate the situation and how dark the night, God was still able!  The records of history and scripture are clear:  to become a Christian is to join the ranks of the David’s, the Joshua’, the Elijah’s, the Simon Peter’s, and the Apostle Paul’s!  To become a Christian requires that you get such a view of this same God who is unchanging.  To really become a Christian, we must get the same true view of our God and how great and mighty He truly is!  

Reading the Bible brings us face to face with some great things that scripture declares that God has done for mankind.  The critics would say that the Bible is full of things that scripture claims that God has done, but I believe that the Bible is absolute truth and inerrant and so I must say, things that scripture declares that God has done.  I believe our God can be taken at His word!  When I have obeyed the simplest commands as to salvation and lifestyle, God has done and proved Himself true in doing what He has promised through His Word to do.  Therefore as a Christian I am faced with a dilemma – one that is a great dilemma for some, but not so great a dilemma for me – if one part of the Bible is true and accurate and I have seen this proved out in my life, then so must be the other parts, even the parts that I don’t understand, and even the parts that record God doing such great things that they defy human explanation.  And if the Bible be true in every part, I must also take His Word that says:

Heb 13:8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. ESV

If I take all of the Bible to be true as my own limited personal experience points to, then I must also believe that:

Mal 3:6a "For I the LORD do not change; ESV

And so as I read the Old Testament with such great and profound miracles being done and recorded and as I read the New Testament where the Messiah, Jesus Christ, does myriad of miracles, I am left with only one conclusion – if I really believe the Bible – that God is able to do all of these things even today.  If I take the Bible to be the full Word of God, then I must believe in a God who can do great and awesome things!  

It was the great Christian writer C.S. Lewis that said:

"The mind which asks for a non-miraculous Christianity is a mind in process of relapsing from Christianity into mere 'religion.' All the essentials of Hinduism would, I think remain unimpaired if you subtracted the miraculous, and the same is almost true of Mohammadanism, but you cannot do that with Christianity. It is precisely the story of a great miracle. A naturalistic Christianity leaves out all that is specifically Christian." 
We cannot be like Thomas Jefferson who claimed to believe in Christ and claimed to be a Christian but who took the New Testament and removed every miracle and great work that Jesus did and only left His moral teachings.  This removal of miracles also included the removal of the resurrection and so his Testament ends with, “they placed Him in a tomb.”  But the story didn’t end there and if it did, we would have to scrap not parts of the Bible but all of the Bible!  Many eyewitnesses, many historical proofs, and many other proofs bear out that Jesus Christ died but was resurrected from the dead.  The chief of these is that there is no other explanation for the great transformation of Christ’s disciples that took place right after where the Bible says His resurrection occurs.  Before the resurrection, Peter is a denier, a curser, a backslider, but afterwards he is a spiritual dynamo and a great man of faith and perseverance.  The Holy Spirit is what made the difference but the Holy Spirit could not have come if Peter would have stayed back in his boats of his former occupation or in the throes of depression.  Something changed and that change was the resurrection of Jesus Christ!  

If Jesus Christ can raise Himself from the dead, then that means that He can do anything!  And if we are not careful a mindset will overtake us that we serve somehow a limited God.  And the great irony of the fact is that if we become convinced that we serve a limited God, then we do:  because He is limited in our life by our view of Him and by the faith that we choose to place in Him.  If we ever begin to see God as anything but all-powerful and able to do awesome things, then we begin to cease being true Christians and begin to make it – as C.S. Lewis said – into a mere religion with a manmade God.  Because a Jesus who is impotent or limited is a fabrication of a human mind and doesn’t really exist!  The Jesus that really exists is all powerful, great and mighty, and our God’s hand is not shortened!  When you begin to view God as somehow lacking, you begin to worship a false god, a god that is not at all the image of God as the Bible portrays Him and such a god does not exist!  The God who is, is the God who created the universe and who spoke the worlds into existence.  Is there anything too hard for God?  He allows each of us to answer that in our own life, but if the answer is anything but “no, there is nothing too hard for God” then we limited God by our perception of Him.  Truly, the God that we serve is great and He can do anything!  

The story is told that years ago a Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse preached at Princeton's Chapel. When he finished his old Hebrew professor came up to him and complimented his message saying:  "I'm glad you're a big-godder, Donald."  Barnhouse asked him to explain and he said this:

"Some men have a little God, and they are always in trouble with Him. He can't do any miracles. He can't take care of the inspiration of the Scriptures. They have a little god and I call them 'little-godders.' Then there are those who have a great God. He speaks and it is done. He commands and it stands fast. He knows how to show Himself strong on behalf of those who fear Him. You have a great God Donald and He will bless your ministry."
The only way to be a Christian; the only way to be Pentecostal is to be a “big-godder!”  What are you tonight?  The world doesn’t need anybody else who is trouble with God because they profess to believe in Him and yet don’t believe that He is able to do everything that He has promised!  This world needs “big-godders!”  It needs people who can look at anything in their life and even things that are seemingly insurmountable and say, “my God can handle this.”  It needs people who magnify the Lord and don’t shrink Him with negative faith.  It needs people who lift Him up to a world that has no clue as to what He can really do.  It needs people who exalt and uplift the Name of the Lord and who make Him famous.  This world is searching for a real God who really shows up and who really has all power; they’re not interested in another Christian who claims allegiance to Christ yet who harbors doubts as to God’s abilities.  They’re not interested in another Christian who claims that God did great things back when and yet has problem resolutely trusting God for even smaller things in their own life.  The world is not interested in a people who claim to have God’s Spirit and yet seem to have done a good job of suppressing it so that it is barely noticeable in their life!  This world is looking for a people who know God and who present Him fully!  For those who will stay full of the Spirit, full of faith, and full expectation of even the greatest things!  God is looking for some “big-godders!”  He is a big God and He can do big things, now if He can just get His people to believe it!  Somebody make up in your mind to be a “big-godder!”  And when people ask, “why do you have such big faith?” say, “I have a really big God!”  Be a “big-godder” in world that is largely “no-godders” and “what-godders!”

_____________________________________________________________________

Our text selection deserves some explanation.  There was more to the choice of these texts than the desire to read three separate texts for each sermon today.  These texts were the references cited by a noted “big-godder” Chinese evangelist Leland Wong a few years back.  Wong was right in the sense that he became an evangelist to Chinese immigrants in the United States and saw great and unprecedented revival among the newly transplanted Asians.  A little while ago I came across the fact that when Leland Wong would write a letter, across the top as a sort of header or letterhead, he had this:

The sun stood still (Josh 10:13) … the iron did float (2 Kings 6:6) … this God is our God! (Ps 48:14)

Everything that Wong did was right because it was done under this banner with this as his attitude towards God.  I like that!  Some of us need to get the “Wong” mentality for it would change everything in our life!  

I’m preaching first to some that have trouble believing that God can do great things.  Wong’s choice of texts speaks to you today!  There are some who believe that God can help the sparrow when it falls but that He cannot command the universe to do what He wants when the universe is just as much His creation and in His control as the sparrow!  We read that text in Joshua of a great day, of which the Bible declares that there has been none other like it since:

Josh 10:12-14 At that time Joshua spoke to the LORD in the day when the LORD gave the Amorites over to the sons of Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel, "Sun, stand still at Gibeon, and moon, in the Valley of Aijalon." 13 And the sun stood still, and the moon stopped, until the nation took vengeance on their enemies. Is this not written in the Book of Jashar? The sun stopped in the midst of heaven and did not hurry to set for about a whole day. 14 There has been no day like it before or since, when the LORD obeyed the voice of a man, for the LORD fought for Israel. ESV  

Hello, Bible believers!  What do you do with this text?  Can God stop the sun?  Or can He rearrange the universe to make it seem to the uneducated mind of Joshua that that’s what happened?  Who cares how it happened and stop trying to figure it out:  it’s a miracle.  We say “oh, I got a close parking place at the mall – it’s a miracle!”  Or, “my sister was nice to me today and didn’t throw my stuff on the floor  – it’s a miracle!”  Or, “the Cowboys actually won two games in a row – it’s a miracle!”  That’s not a miracle (Okay, maybe the last one was!)  A miracle is a supernatural work for which there is no human explanation other than “God did it!”  We don’t have to understand how He does it to admit that He did it!  

I don’t understand how that God could stop the sun and cause a day to last longer without royally messing everything else up in the universe, but He did it!  I don’t understand how that God could cause hailstones to be like heat-guided seeker missiles – go read the rest of this story in the Bible – and wipe out the enemy with one bad guy per hail stone, but God did it!  We’ve got faith that man can make guided missiles that work most of the time and yet we struggle to believe that God could do it and even do a more efficient use of it?  I don’t understand how that the Spirit of God could come and mingle with the womb of Mary and produce a child, the Son of God, but I’m sure glad He did, and I believe that He did it!  It’s a miracle and it doesn’t require my understanding.  Nothing is too hard for God.  With God, nothing is impossible!   

I’m preaching to those of you who think that God can do what your mind categorizes as “small things” but yet struggle with the big stuff.  You believe that God can touch your headache, but you’re not really sure if God can heal AIDS.  You believe that God can help you on a test in school, but not really sure if God can help through this great test that you are enduring now!  You believe God can reach down and get the drunk convicted until he repents of his sins and turns to God and puts down the bottle and that God can save the old drunk, but struggle with believing that God can do the same thing with the homosexual!  Both sins are listed by Paul when he said:

1 Cor 6:9-11 Don't you realize that those who do wrong will not inherit the Kingdom of God? Don't fool yourselves. Those who indulge in sexual sin, or who worship idols, or commit adultery, or are male prostitutes, or practice homosexuality,10 or are thieves, or greedy people, or drunkards, or are abusive, or cheat people—none of these will inherit the Kingdom of God. 11 Some of you were once like that. But you were cleansed; you were made holy; you were made right with God by calling on the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. NLTse

Come on somebody, I’m preaching about your view of the big things!  Our God is able to do anything!  There’s nothing too hard for God!  If He can stop the sun at command and not mess anything up in the process, then He is able to reach the lowest sinner, to deal with the hardest hearts, to heal the greatest sickness, and to work out the worst possible scenario and He doesn’t have to wait for pigs to fly.  If that were necessary, He could do that to, because nothing is impossible with God!  Somebody become a “big-godder!”  

Bro. Wong’s choice of texts also speaks to a second class of people that I perhaps am preaching to today, and that is the group that believes that God can do great and big things but is unconcerned with the small issues of our lives.  The second text was the story of a group of young prophets building a place that would become a prophet school in Israel.  They are by the river, felling trees to use in building a structure where young prophets will come and learn of the ways of God and learn the Word of God and be instructed in an early “Bible College.”  That sounds sort of important, doesn’t it?  And yet in the process of working on this college, we find this story:

2 Kings 6:1-7 One day the group of prophets came to Elisha and told him, "As you can see, this place where we meet with you is too small. 2 Let's go down to the Jordan River, where there are plenty of logs. There we can build a new place for us to meet." "All right," he told them, "go ahead." 3 "Please come with us," someone suggested. "I will," he said. 4 So he went with them. When they arrived at the Jordan, they began cutting down trees. 5 But as one of them was cutting a tree, his ax head fell into the river. "Oh, sir!" he cried. "It was a borrowed ax!" 6 "Where did it fall?" the man of God asked. When he showed him the place, Elisha cut a stick and threw it into the water at that spot. Then the ax head floated to the surface. 7 "Grab it," Elisha said. And the man reached out and grabbed it. NLTse

Now this is just seven verses in the scripture and we could have gotten to heaven without it, but God wanted us to know about this event for a reason.  It was a small affair:  the ax was borrowed and the ax head fell off into the water, which meant that the young prophet was going to come up with the money to buy a new one or lose his coat for the debt.  Or he would have to spend hours, probably unfruitful diving in the water for the ax head.  This is more an aggravation than anything else.  It’s not earth shattering.  It’s not, say, a diagnosis of cancer.  This is not his losing his job.  It’s not what we would call big things, but it’s a source of frustration.  It’s something that although small to other people, it was a fairly big deal to the young prophet who had it happen to him.  But it was a small thing.  There is not an enemy being conquered here; there is not a lame man walking or great conversions taking place.  It’s a borrowed ax head made of iron that fell into a raging river.  

But the prophet takes the time to cut a stick and throws it into the water and the ax head floated to the surface. Or as the King James Version has it and as Wong had on his letterhead, “the iron did float.”  “The sun stood still” for Joshua and that was a big thing:  the enemies of God were defeated and God rearranged the universe for a moment for His children, but also don’t forget that “the iron did float.”  It was a little deal, but this big God that we serve is not above doing little things that matter much for His children!  And although it was a little thing, yet it was nonetheless a great miracle:  an iron axe head floating!  It was the same power that stopped the sun that floated the iron and it was no less a great a miracle, even though the stakes were vastly different and the scenario not nearly as grand!  

Sometimes we have little things in our life that require no less than great and extraordinary power to perform and yet we tend to view that God is somehow limited because it is not an earth-changing situation and that it matters only to us or to a few.  Yet we need to remember that the God who caused the sun to stand still also caused the iron to float for an unnamed young prophet who would have otherwise been in debt for doing God’s Work.  A small affair, but God did a great thing!  And it was a part of the record that shows us that God was true to His Word and that Elisha really did fourteen miracles and got a “double portion” of Elijah’s ministry; Elijah performed only seven recorded miracles.  Was this as great a miracle as the woman’s son being raised to life, or as Namaan’s leprosy being cleansed in the Jordan river?  No, but it was no less miraculous!  And even in the big scheme of things, it was important!  

Listen carefully to what I say here, lest I be misunderstood:  I’m grateful that you don’t see big miracles of God that were extremely important everyday of your life.  I say that because for God to perform a great big miracle that was extremely important every day of your life, would mean that every day of your life, you were in a rough and extremely serious situation that required such a great big miracle to get out of it.  I’m glad that you don’t see cancer healed everyday in your life, because that miracle would first require that you be diagnosed with cancer everyday.  Do you understand what I mean?  God can do big and important things and we should believe God for them when we need them, but at the same time – I thank God that I’ve never been in a valley being attacked by thousands of barbarians that want to take me out and so I need the sun to stand still to give me more time to fight!  God’s never stopped the sun for me, but I’ve never needed the sun to stop either!  

Now listen carefully:  we do not see big, important miracles everyday because, thankfully, we do not every day need them, yet sometimes that causes us to begin to live with an attitude that God cannot do much of anything or that God cannot make a difference in the small things that we face.  When we need it, he can stop the sun, but never forget that the iron did swim, too!  It’s just a borrowed axe head; it’s just a small thing in life that brings great frustration, but if we would call out to Him and trust in Him and turn to Him in such things, we would see nonetheless great power at work!  Be a “big-godder” even in the small things of life!  It might not mean much to anybody else, but if it matters to you, it matters to Him!  He loves you!  He wants to work for you!  But you must remember that He is able – even in the small things!  “The sun stood still” but also, “the iron did float!”  Somebody get back to the attitude that God cares for us!  Take the right approach; the “Wong” approach!  

Wong’s letterhead speaks to yet a third group of people here and that is those who believe God can do big things and God can and will do little things with great power and that He will do all of these things for other people, but they struggle to believe that God can or will do such things for them.  To you, let me remind you, “the Sun stood still” … “the iron did float” … “this God is our God!”  The full scripture reads:

Ps 48:8-14 As we have heard, so have we seen in the city of the Lord Almighty, in the city of our God: God makes her secure forever. Selah  9 Within your temple, O God, we meditate on your unfailing love. 10 Like your name, O God, your praise reaches to the ends of the earth; your right hand is filled with righteousness. 11 Mount Zion rejoices, the villages of Judah are glad because of your judgments. 12 Walk about Zion, go around her, count her towers, 13 consider well her ramparts, view her citadels, that you may tell of them to the next generation. 14 For this God is our God for ever and ever; he will be our guide even to the end. NIV 

“As we have heard, so have we seen…” And as the writer considers first all that God has done in Israel’s history and all the great things that He has done in Jerusalem and for Judah, he says, remember them, “that you may tell of them to the next generation.  For this God is our God forever and ever!”  All of these great things that we have heard of God doing for previous generations and other people, “this God is our God!”  

Somewhere you have to really come to terms with the scripture that says, “He is no respecter of persons.”  As it reads in the ESV when Peter saw that the Holy Spirit was poured out on Gentiles:

Acts 10:34-35 So Peter opened his mouth and said: "Truly I understand that God shows no partiality, 35 but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. ESV

Now the question to some of you is, do you really believe all of the word of God?  Oh, I know that you believe that the miracles are true and that God did all of that and that you rejoice in others testimonies, but do you really believe all of the Word of God?  Even the part that declares that this same God is no respecter of persons and that He shows no partiality?  That what He does for one, He will do for another?  That what He does for some, He will do for you?  It’s one thing to read of all that He has done for Israel in the past and it’s one thing for you to read what He did in the early Apostolic church for Peter or for the believers past, but do you believe that God will do those same things for you?  He poured out the Holy Spirit on those believers back then; He gave the Holy Spirit to the Gentiles back then; He has given this same gift to many believers that even surround you at this moment, but do you believe that He can and will do it for you?  He stopped the sun and the iron did float, but do you believer that this same God, this God is our God?  

Surely you don’t believe that God is able except in your special case!  Surely you don’t think that nothing is too hard for God, other than what you face.  Surely you don’t think that your life, because it’s your life, represents an insurmountable foe for our God.  You need to realize that His power is not diminished, unless you bind Him in your life by doubting His Word and that Word says that our God is able to do His great feats in every nation and in every nationality!  You have heard and seen what He has done for others, but realize that it’s more than just stories of times past, but “this God is our God!”  He is able and faithful who has promised!  And He is willing to do it for you!

“This God is our God!”  I cannot think of that phrase and not think back to another time in scripture where something similar but the opposite was quoted.  I’m thinking of after Israel had come out of Egypt and after they had been delivered by great miraculous works of God from Pharaoh’s rule.  What great plagues that God brought upon the land to bring Egypt to its knees!  What a powerful demonstration of His miraculous hand those plagues and the Passover and the parting of the Red Sea were to them!  And yet just a few weeks removed from such things, God has met them in Sinai and Moses has disappeared up the mountain with God and they are alone on the wilderness floor with only Aaron over them.  Most of you know the story:  they take their golden earrings and their jewelry and their give it to Aaron and convince him to melt it down and form a golden calf, an idol, to worship.  And listen to what Aaron dares to pronounce at this time:

Ex 32:3-4 So all the people took off the rings of gold that were in their ears and brought them to Aaron. 4 And he received the gold from their hand and fashioned it with a graving tool and made a golden calf. And they said, "These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!" ESV 

Aaron’s words were so blasphemous and so startling that God quoted them to Moses on the mount and said, “get down there!”  What’s amazing to me is not that the weak-kneed Aaron and the people produced an idol to worship, but that he would dare to proclaim “these are your gods who brought you out of the land of Egypt!”  And yet there is a great lesson for us today in this.  They had gone through a time where they had ceased to praise God and where they began to view God as distant, far-off, and a little harsh and the result was that they begin to give false gods the glory for the miraculous things, which God Almighty had done for them!  So it is with us!  If we ever stop praising God and if we stop reminding ourselves of just what a great thing that God has done for us and if we ever begin to view God as distant, and as far off, and as a harsh taskmaster, we too will begin the grievous error of saying of other things other than God, “these are the gods who did those great things for us.”  Rather than saying of the true, living God, “this God is our God” we begin to recount our blessing and just say, “they were luck, or fate, or chance.”  Or they were because of this or that.  When really it was the hand of God all along!  

There is a great danger that you would not limit God in your mind and your life in any way!  You need Him to do some great things!  You will need Him in life at times to do awesome and big things for you!  When that happens, remember that “the sun stood still!”  He is able to do big things!  

There will be many more days, though that you need God to become involved in doing small things yet that are a big deal at that time to you.  The whole world’s salvation may not hinge on it, but it’s something that you need God to intervene.  When that happens, remember, “the iron did swim!”  Our big God is not above doing little things!  

And as you learn more and more of what God has done and as you hear more and more testimonies of what God has done for others, remember that what He has done for them, He will do for you.  In all of those stories remember that “this God is our God!”  

An attitude of negativity stops the power of God and Christian strength.  The lack of constant praising and reminding ourselves of what God has already done can lead us to some dangerous waters where we begin to give other things credit for what was a sovereign work of God!  Our attitude towards the miraculous power of God matters much!  Will you be a “big-godder” or a “little-godder?”  Will be a great Christian or just someone who tries to hang on for the rest of your life?  Will you impact your world greatly or just try to survive?  It all stems back to your view of God.  Choose to serve a big God who cares about us!  Choose to serve a God who is able!  Choose to trust in a God who entrusts His power to believers who trust Him!  Choose to praise Him for the things that He has done and the things that He is going to do!  Praise Him for the greatest miracle of all, the miracle of salvation, which is the miracle that has the longest lasting effect!  And in everything you do, remember:

The sun stood still (Josh 10:13) … the iron did float (2 Kings 6:6) … this God is our God! (Ps 48:14)
